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Senior Honors Summer Assignment: Part 1- Summer Reading Essay 
 

Classic literature contains timeless stories, but younger generations are often put off by the 
historical settings and language. However, despite the lack of interest one might have, it is still 
important to delve into the tales and read to understand the messages that can still be considered 
valuable today. For this assignment, classic novels have been paired with modern literature in 
order to demonstrate how, though times might have changed, the effects of literature remain the 
same. As such, you will read to understand what messages and themes embedded within the old 
and newer novels are meant to impact readers. Then you will write an 8-10 page analytical essay 
in which you compare and contrast the two works, discussing at least five major points of 
analysis. The work you turn in will be your final draft. The assignment is worth 30% of your first 
marking period grade. 
 
Choose one pair of novels to read. 
 
Option 1: 

• Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
• The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh. 

Option 2: 

• Frankenstein by Mary Shelly 
• Pet Sematary by Stephen King 

Remember: 

• Develop a strong thesis that is evident throughout the entire essay. 
• MLA format must be utilized. 
• The focus should be on analysis rather than summary. 
• Relevant and supportive citations should be applied. 
• Connect concepts together; make connections clear. 
• Proofread your work. 
• Document any outside sources that might be used. 

This assignment must be completed and turned in on the first day of class; late work will not be 
accepted at any time during the year. This essay will be worth 30% of the marking period 
grade. Be prepared to submit your work to TurnItIn.com after the first class. Look to the school 
website: http://www.gboe.org if you have any questions or would like a refresher on the 
academic integrity policy. Evidence of plagiarism will result in a zero, as well as other 
repercussions. 
 
One of your first benchmark assessments will be based off the readings. You may use the books 
and any manual notes you might have taken. I strongly suggest you annotate the novels and/or 
utilize highlighters and sticky notes. Digital books and printed notes will not be allowed. 



Senior Honors Summer Assignment: Part 2- College Essay 
 

The beginning of this school year should be spent applying to colleges, which can be a somewhat 
stressful endeavor. It is your job to research various schools, analyze financial elements, and 
ultimately decide what institution will work best for you. You will get a head start by writing 
your college essay now so that you will have time to revise and edit before finally sending out 
your paperwork. Due to the fact that over 500 schools across the nation are associated with the 
Common Application, the prompts listed below are those posted by the organization for the 
2017-2018 school year, several are brand new and others have been modified. If you would like 
to write your essay for a school not affiliated with the Common App, please feel free to do so, but 
indicate the prompt and school in the title of your paper. 

• Develop a strong thesis that is evident throughout the entire essay. 
• Utilize a structured format. 
• Don’t just repeat information that can be found on your activity sheet or transcripts. 
• Take advantage of the essay as being an opportunity to give the admissions officer a glimpse into 

what makes you different than other candidates. 
• Proofread your work. 
• Seek the opinions of others by asking them to read your essay. 

Option1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they 
believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please 
share your story.  
 
Option 2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. 
Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what 
did you learn from the experience?  
 
Option 3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted 
your thinking? What was the outcome?  
 
Option 4. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an 
intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal 
importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could 
be taken to identify a solution.  
 
Option 5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal 
growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.   
 
Option 6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track 
of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?  

Option 7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one 
that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design. 
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Common Application Essay: Option # _____ or {insert specific college} Essay 


